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£ 7% [History beyond the pleasure principle |

Date: July 4, 2011 7:30PM

1) Are you a French critic?

John Breen is, as you know, one of well-known British
scholars on Shinto. In the volume, he mentions you as the
French critic--“French critics like Eric Santner”. He quotes
that you write of French postwar museums that fail because
they suppress the trauma of the war experience of defeat,
occupation and collaboration. John Breen tries to apply
your famous concept of ‘narrative fetishism’ to the case of

issues of Yasukuni shrine in Japan. I wonder if John Breen’s

H/_

description you as the French critic is correct or a mistake.

Are you a French?

2) Did you write about a French museum?

In your article of “History beyond the pleasure principle:
Thoughts on the Representation of Trauma.” the main
context is Nazis’ Holocaust not French museum, right? (1
%) 1 would like to ask a question of if you wrote about the
French museum often or not. Some portion of your article
is available online, so I read it, but I did not find writing

about the French museum.

I am asking this question because I felt a little bit strange
that despite the strong context of Holocaust in your article,
your concept of “narrative fetishism” is introduced by John
Breen without mentioning the Holocaust at all. In stead, he
cites the French Museum’s failure as an example when your

article was mentioned.
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Thanks for your letter. No, I am not French! I am an
American, born in New York City. I don't recall ever having

written about a French Museum. Strange!!!
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The center zone is not, as such, a spatially located

phenomenon. It almost always has a more or less definite
location within the bounded territory in which the society
lives. Its centrality has, however, nothing to do with

geometry and little with geography.

The center, or the central zone, is a phenomenon of the

realm of values and beliefs. It is the center of the order of

symbols, of values and beliefs, which govern the society. It

is the center because it is the ultimate and irreducible; and

it is felt to be such by many who cannot give explicit
articulation to its irreducibility. (p3)
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Ritual and belief are intertwined with each other; yet they

are separable. Beliefs and systems of beliefs could
conceivably be accepted without adopting the practice of

the rituals associated with them. When we speak of rituals

in the sense we are discussing here, we think of their
cognitive or beliefful content. Logically, beliefs could exist
without rituals; rituals, however, could not exist without
beliefs. (p155)
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