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“Shinto, so often spoken of as a religion, is hardly
entitled to that name even in the opinion of those
who, acting as its official mouthpieces today, desire to
maintain it as a patriotic institution. It has no set of
dogmas, no sacred book, no moral codel[..] Shintdo had
no root in itself, being a thing too empty and jejune to
influence the hearts of men[.]” Basil Hall Chamberlain,
Things Japanese, article Shinto, (1890, reprint Yushodo)
“As compared with the great religions of the world,
Shinto, the old Kami cult of Japan, is decidedly
rudimentary in its character. Its polytheism, the want
of a Supreme Deity, the comparative absence of images
and of a moral code, its feeble personifications and
hesitating grasp of the conception of spirit, the practical
non-recognition of a future state, and the general
absence of a deep, earnest faith—all stamp it as perhaps
the least developed of religions which have an adequate
literary record.” William George Aston, Shinto: The
Way of the Gods, (London: Longmans, 1905) pp.I- 1L
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“when you remember that millions of people during
thousands of years have worshiped their great dead
before such yashiro—that a whole race still believes
those buildings tenanted by viewless conscious
personalities—you are apt also to reflect how difficult
it would be to prove the faith absurd. Nay! in spite
of Occidental reluctances....you may very likely find
yourself for a moment forced into the attitude of
respect toward possibilities.” Lafcadio Hearn, “A Living
God”, Gleanings in Buddha-Fields.

Toda, M., “The Western Approach To Shinto” in
Hirakawa ed., Rediscovering Lafcadio Hearn (UK.
Global Oriental, 1997)pp.223-241.
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i QELRHI L T3 Helen Hardacre, Shinto and the State,
1868-1988,(Princeton University Press, 1989) %z 48 »@°
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The last days of State Shinto were the years of

World War II. During this time Shinté provided
indispensable ideological support to imperial Japan.
The emperor was called a “divine emperor” (ekitsu
mi kami) or “kami in human form” (arahitogami).
Public school textbooks promoted the idea of the
divine origins of the nation and the descent of the
emperor and the people from Shintd kami. The
idea of the “eight corners of the world under one
roof” (hakko ichiu) was interpreted to mean that
the Japanese were superior people with a mission
to rule the entire world. By the war’s midpoint
more than 1,200,000 war dead had been enshrined
as national kami in the Ysukuni Shrine and there
received imperial rites.(pp.40-41)
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Ernst Lokowandt, Shinto, Eine Einfiihrung (Minchen:
Tudicium Verlag, 2001) %:+8@°
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$0 (=X 1980) pp.456-457. X3 Lafcadio Hearn,
American Miscellanies, (London:Heinemann, 1924) volIl,
pp.262-263.

[+ e HRN] " Sl [mKQ-2) (FERLIE
i 1990) pp.189-181.

[M¥<Q-owiReem] ¥—= - a0~k [FOS
EOME S ] (RERRAMEME" KEIER" 1988) p.25.
[m¥ (¢ QER] % —2- a0 —h_ [EOQHESH S IR]
(BN EXHE 1988) p.228.

Paul Claudel, ‘Adieu, Japon!” Euvre en Prose, éd.
Pléiade (Paris: Gallimard, 1965) p.1152.
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