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With his usual weight of words Bacon observes, that 'Studies teach not their own use; but there is a wisdom
without them, and above them, won by observation’; a remark that holds true of actual life, as well as of the cul-
tivation of the intellect itself. For all experience serves to illustrate and enforce the lesson, that a man perfects
himself by work more than by reading, -that it is life rather than literature, action rather than study, and charac-
ter rather than biography, which tend perpetually to renovate mankind.
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